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PROFILE 
Widely published writer, editor and journalist. Readily masters new topics. Interprets science for lay readers. Creative, with strong conceptualization ability plus eye for detail. Versed in basics of design and production. Manages editorial projects start to finish. Works well independently or with teams. Decade of experience on editorial assignments in Southeast Asia. 
EXPERIENCE & SELECTED ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Contract Writer, National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C.

    Books Division (2005, 2008, 2010)
    Digital Media Division/Online News (2001–2003)
    Cartographic Division (1989-1990) 

    (  Conducted comprehensive content assessment and editorially revised last three editions of 272-page Traveler’s Guide to Washington, D.C., resulting in expanded city coverage, more diverse attractions and recent addition of new trip-planning introduction and 70 sidebars.    

    (  Directed science coverage, improved overall editorial quality and wrote articles as part of three-person online news team. In 18 months site visits rose 20-fold, to 1.3 million a month.
    (  Consulting with experts, researched and wrote legends for New York City and Holy Land maps tied to “Special Places of the World” articles in National Geographic.

Editorial Consultant/Science Writer, Southeast Asia
    Earth Observatory of Singapore (Sept.–Nov. 2009)
    WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia (2005-2009)  

    Center for International Forestry Research, Bogor, Indonesia (1998–2001)

    (  Advised design team on editorial content requirements for construction of website that significantly raised profile of new earth sciences research center based at a Singapore university. Wrote core text and posted regular updates on major Sumatra earthquake. 

    (  Promoted pioneering “pond aquaculture” methods of WorldFish scientist Dr. Modadugu Gupta in nomination materials that led to his being awarded 2005 World Food Prize.
    (  Wrote and oversaw graphic design of streamlined 16-page strategy document for WorldFish director-general that became model for associated CGIAR research centers. 
    (  Designed 1½-day workshop on scientific writing and publishing; presented it to 30 junior fisheries researchers in Penang and Phnom Penh as part of career development training.
    (  Transformed 12-page CIFOR quarterly newsletter into more effective publication by introducing feature-story format that increased public understanding of center’s forestry research projects. Wrote all content and produced nine issues.
    (  Planned, wrote and directed production of 64-page CIFOR 2000 Annual Report, which staff and stakeholders commended for its comprehensiveness, readability and design.     
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Staff Writer, American Association for Advancement of Science, D.C. (1993-1996)          
    (  Summarized peer-review reports in the journal Science for weekly “SciPak” media advisory distributed to 700 reporters and editors; resulted in regular coverage by leading newspapers, magazines, radio and TV outlets around the world.

    (  Collaborated with team to develop EurekAlert! as centralized website for news of major research advances in science, medicine and technology; now a major information resource in science-writing community, serving 900 institutions and 7,000 journalists.   

    (  Produced two annual reports, monthly Science column on AAAS affairs, membership letters from executive director and news releases on scientific topics distributed by VOA.
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Night News Editor, L.A. Times-Washington Post News Service, D.C. (1996–1997)
Copy Editor (on call) The Washington Post/National, Metro & Business Desks (1984-1993)
Writer-Editor, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. (1988–1989)
Freelance Writer and Editor (1984-present)  
                                                                                                       
    Work published by Smithsonian.com, The Washington Post, Science News, Washingtonian, Humanities, The New Physician, Ford Foundation Report, association magazines. Currently copy edit for Chronicle of Higher Education and Chronicle of Philanthropy, previously for USA Weekend (2006-2008) and International Herald-Tribune in Paris (summer 1987). 
EDUCATION
M.A. in writing/creative nonfiction, Johns Hopkins University (4.0 GPA)

M.A. in journalism, University of Missouri 



Publication Specialist Certificate, George Washington University 

 

B.A. cum laude, English major, Marietta College, Ohio

FELLOWSHIPS AND MAJOR AWARDS
Outstanding Graduate in 2007, Johns Hopkins University M.A. in Writing Program

Residency, Virginia Center for Creative Arts
NIH Award for Outstanding Performance

Rotary Foundation Fellowship, University of Cape Town, South Africa

Nate Haseltine Fellowship, Council for the Advancement of Science Writing

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES 
The Washington Independent Review of Books — Created editorial guidelines to support launch of online review in Feb. 2011; now serve as senior editor and contributing reviewer.
National Museum in Jakarta— Designed and presented English-language tour for visitors; chair of committee that produced The Jakarta Explorer guidebook as major source of revenue to support cultural activities of Indonesian Heritage Society (1998-1999).
Congressional Chorus — Member for nine years; served on Board for two years (2008-2010). 

