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Writer, editor and journalist for more than two decades, with much experience in science writing. My journalistic work and creative nonfiction has been published in print or online by Smithsonian, National Geographic,The Washington Post, Washingtonian, Potomac Review, Science News, The Indonesian Observer, The New Physician, Humanities and many others. I have worked for publications and scientific organizations in the U.S. and Southeast Asia, and have both formal and informal teaching experience. I am now doing research for my first book.  
RECENT CONTRACT ASSIGNMENTS 
Contract writer, National Geographic Books, Washington, DC (2007 – 2010)

Editorial project manager and writer for updates of NG Traveler’s Guide to Washington, D.C.; latest edition includes major text revisions, including nearly 60 new sidebars.  

Visiting science writer, Earth Observatory of Singapore (Sept. – Nov. 2009)

Assignment included text writing and conceptual input for website redesign; writing of earthquake updates, policy brief and other materials for new earth science research center.

Writer/editorial consultant, WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia (2005 – 2008)  

Wrote annual reports, policy briefs, newsletter articles, other materials; developed and taught workshop on scientific writing for researchers in Penang and Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Substitute copy editor, USA Weekend, Tysons Corner, Va. (2006 – 2008)  
Did copy editing and related fact-checking of cover stories and other articles. 

Contract writer-editor, National Geographic News, Washington, D.C. (2001 – 2003) 

Wrote online news stories on archaeology and paleontology, marine science, animal research, the environment, history and culture; served as assistant news editor.  
Contract writer-editor, Center for Int. Forestry Research, Bogor, Indonesia (1998 – 2001)

Planned, wrote and supervised production of quarterly newsletter and 2000 annual report; wrote and edited materials for director general and staff researchers.
Editor and language consultant, The Indonesian Observer, Jakarta (1997 – 1998)
Edited and supervised production of science, environment, health and technology pages for Sunday edition; adviser to editorial staff; contributing writer on science and health topics.

PREVIOUS WORK EXPERIENCE
Night news editor, L.A. Times-Wash. Post News Service, Washington, D.C. (1996 – 1997)

Managed selection, editing and transmission of Washington Post articles on deadline to 

wire-service clients; supervised editors in D.C.; coordinated operations with L.A. office. 
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Writer-editor, American Assn. for Advancement of Science, Washington, D.C. (1993-96)

Wrote summaries of scientific papers in Science for weekly media advisory; wrote and managed production of annual reports, monthly column in Science, other materials. Member of team that developed EurekAlert! as centralized website for news of research advances. 
Writer, World Resources Institute, Washington, D.C. (1992 – 1993)
Wrote and edited news releases, fact sheets, other policy-related materials. 

On-call copy editor, The Washington Post (1984 – 1993)
Freelance writer, Washington, D.C. (1984 – ongoing)

Rotated among newspaper’s National, Business, Metro and News Service desks; summer sub editor in 1987 at International Herald Tribune in Paris; concurrently did freelance writing for institutional clients and publications, including The Washington Post, National Geographic, Baltimore Sun, Humanities, Principal, Trustee Quarterly and Education R&D Preview.  

Adjunct writing instructor, Montgomery College, Takoma Park, Md.  (1989 – 1991)
Taught freshman English composition. 
Science writer-editor, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. (1988 – 1989)
Wrote about biomedical research projects for NIH newsletter; edited scientific papers for media and the public, annual reports to Congress; compiled database on research advances. 

Reporter, Capitol Publications, Alexandria, Va. (1987–1988)
Correspondent for Education Daily and Health Care Competition Week newsletters. 
EDUCATION
M.A. in writing (creative nonfiction), Johns Hopkins University, 2007
M.A. in journalism, University of Missouri–Columbia, 1982



Publication Specialist Certificate, George Washington University, 1977 

 

B.A. cum laude in English, Marietta College, 1974



 


FELLOWSHIPS AND MAJOR AWARDS
Resident Fellowship, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, April 2008

Outstanding Graduate, Johns Hopkins University M.A. Writing Program, May 2007 

National Institutes of Health Award for Outstanding Performance, 1988

Rotary Graduate Fellowship, University of Cape Town, South Africa, 1983

Nate Haseltine Fellowship, Council for the Advancement of Science Writing, 1982

Gridiron Club of Washington Graduate Scholarship, 1981

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
National Association of Science Writers
American (formerly Washington) Independent Writers
The Writer’s Center (Bethesda, Md.) 
